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HISTORICAL WALKING TOUR

1 Cameron Park

The walk starts from Cameron Park, a lovely area bordered by the
Bell River. In 1882 the area was gazetted for recreational purposes.
The park area was fenced, paths were set out and trees and gardens
begun. However, the park in its present form results from work done
in 1909 while T H Cameron was Mayor of Wellington. At that time the
design was developed, a park gardener was appointed, a picket fence
and gates were built, the fountain was added (which was later moved
to its current location), and major planting occurred. In 1910 the park
was renamed Cameron Park.

The park is classified by the National Trust, and is a lovely place to
wander, especially when it’s hot. At the north end of the park is a stand
of Magnolias, which are wonderful in the Spring. The sunken garden
was originally the town’s swimming pool. Look out for the Lone Pine,
grown from a seed brought from Gallipoli.

The granite Cenotaph with its bronze figures was designed by Gilbert
Doble, who also designed its setting, including the Victorian fimerary
mound and the paths radiating from it. The Cenotaph was begun in 1922
and finally completed in 1933. The design is unusual in that it depicts
peace rather than war, with the sword lying in the lap of the figure. The
bronze Memorial Gates were donated by Murdoch McLeod.

Cameron Park
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2 FongLee & Co

On leaving Cameron Park, walk north along Nanima Crescent. On the
opposite side of the road you will see Fong Lee Lane. Adjacent to the
laneway is the site of Fong Lee & Co , an emporium selling a wide range of
goods, including clothing, household goods and Chinese herbal medicines.
The store was opened in 1879 by Kum Yoon Fong, and from 1896 it was
run by the Ling family until it closed in 1936.The Oxley Museum has a
fine display of items from both Fong Lee’s store and the Ling family.
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3  Commercial Hotel

At the roundabout, tumn left into Warne Street and walk past the Olympic
Pool. The building at the corner of Wame and Raymond Streets is the
former Commercial Hotel, built in 1865 and now converted to flats.

4  Kimbell’s Bakery
Walk back up Wame Street across the roundabout to Kimbell’s Bakery.

Built in 1904 by R M Kimbell as a Bakery and Refreshment Room, this
Victorian building is still operating as a café. The original balcony and
verandah with their decorative railings, posts and friezes were restored in
1994 with a grant from the Heritage Council of NSW.
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Kimbell’s Bakery
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5  Sacred Heart Infants School

Further up Wame Street on the opposite side of the road you will come to
the Cactus Café . In the past this was the site of several important buildings,
including the first Presbyterian St Andrew’s Church (1882), and then a
Drill Hall. In 1930 the present building was erected for the Sacred Heart
Infants School, and remained in use as a school until 1998. An unusual
Spanish Mission style, very popular in the 1920s and 1930s, it has been
restored, renovated, painted and reborn as a popular and attractive café.

v
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Cactus Café -

6  Oxley Museum

Occupying a prominent position on the corner of Wame and Percy Streets,
the Oxley Museum was designed by the architect J F Hilly. It was built in
1883, and housed the Bank of New South Wales until 1922. The verandah
and balcony are both supported by decorative iron columns with wrought
iron decorative brackets and friezes. From 1922 to 1966 the building was
used as the Catholic Presbytery. In 1967 it was purchased by Wellington
Shire Council and became the Oxley Historical Museum, which is open
on weekdays from 1.30 — 4pm. Exhibits include objects owned by the
Chinese in Wellington, historic hospital and business equipment, and a
fine display of clothing,
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