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Wellington

MONTEFIORES HERITAGE DRIVE

zgamcam lies on the northemn side of the Macquarie River,
so begin by crossing the (1) Macquarie River Bridge. The
first bridge across the Macquarie was built in 1871. Prior to thal
the river was crossed by ford, or by punt when the river was too
high to be forded. This was soon replaced by another bridge, the
opening of which was celebrated by a ball on the bridge and boats
with fairy lights on the river. The current bridge was opened in
December 1991, to replace the previous bridge that was destroyed
in a truck accident in January 1989.

The (2) Railway Bridge, to your right as you cross the Macquarie
River, came into service connecting to Dubbo in February 1881,
to allow trains to continue to Dubbo. It was designed by Sir John
Fowler, co-designer of the Firth of Forth Bridge in Scotland.
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Just across the bridge, the building on the right opposite the turn
to Montefiores Street was formerly a hotel, the Stragglers Inn,
licensed in 1866. It is now a Brass Bed Restoration shop.

Stragglers Inn
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Montefiores was established as a private development by Joseph
Montefiores at the site of a ford across the Macquarie. It provided inns,
stabling yards and stores for bullock team drivers and other travellers.
By 1858 Montefiores had been surpassed by the town of Wellington
and partially demolished. By 1885 there was one inn, a general store
and a few houses. Today it is a suburb of Wellington.

Turn left into Montefiores Street and continue until you reach the (3)
Lion of Waterloo Hotel on the left at the junction with Gipps Street.
The Lion was built in 1841 and licensed on 19 Aprnil 1842. [ is the
oldest continually licensed hotel in the area and was a passenger stop
for Cobb & Co. It was originally built of timber slab construction.

Cross Gipps Street and you will see (4) Teamsters Park on your right,
where bullock teams (the main mode of transport for agricultural
produce in the days before the railway) camped between 1830 and
1855. There is a plaque commemorating what is believed to be the last
pistol duel fought in NSW, in 1854. The participants were Dr Samuel
Curtis and B. Sheridan, and it is recorded that there was no loss of life
due to the intoxicated state ot both men!
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In Gipps Street just opposite the Lion there are some other historic
buildings, including Ward’s Inn, built in 1844, and immediately
opposite another former hotel known as the Sportsman’s Arms Hotel,
licensed in 1865.

Turn into Sutton Street, heading back in the direction of the river and
the town. Directly at the end, 19 Sutton Street, is a timber slab cottage
built about 1870.

(5) Oxley Park, which is almost directly facing you as you come down
the hill. This is the junction of the Bell and Macquarie Rivers. The
Macquarie River used to flood regularly, but since the opening of
Burrendong Dam in 1965 it has been regulated. The Bell River is not
regulated and is therefore still liable to flooding. Where the rivers join
it is possible to see the separate flows for some distance, particularly
after heavy rain when the Bell lows much faster than the Macquarie.
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